78        SILVER  AND SHEFFIELD  PLATE
After 1810 it was made compulsory, and in that
year the use* of a date mark was instituted, the
whole alphabet being employed in the usual sequence.
it follows that later Glasgow silver in easily
identified.
Irish silver has a special attraction for collectors,
and approved pieces, with a full sot of marks on them,
command high prices, Formerly some silver was
marked at Cork wit'h a galleon between (wo towers
rising out of the sea, or a dumpy little fort with a flag
flying and the word '* Sterling/' For a long period,
however, Dublin has been the sole office, entrusted
with the assay privileges in Ireland. If or charter
dates from 1637 and the office mark from that year to
the present time has been a crown over the traditional
harp of liriit The ligmv of Hihernia bus been the
sterling mark since 1747, Tin* Dublin goldsmiths,
however, were incorporated at a date prior to 1555,
for in that year they applied for a charter to replace
one that had been accidentally burned,
Something about flu* circumstances that led to
the establishment of assay offices in Birmingham and
Sheffield will be found in Chapter 1, Both were
founded iu 1773, at first only for the assaying of silver,
and that still applies to Sheffield. Since 1824 Birming-
ham, which had developed a big trade in jewelry, has
also the right to mark gold. The lion passant is the
quality mark iu both towns, and the hall marks are for
Birmingham un anchor, ami for Sheffield a crown,
The date marks for the former place present no diffi-
culties but the lirst and second cycles used in Sheffield
were quite arbitrary, and from beginning to date the
sequences have been characterised by omissions, Iu